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TEXT:  Job 7:1-7 
THEME:  WORDS FROM ROCK BOTTOM 

1.  Life’s Tough—Then You Die 
2. God Does Remember—Your Eyes Will See Good Again 

 
“Does not man have hard service on earth?  Are not his days like those of a hired 
man?  Like a slave longing for the evening shadows, or a hired man waiting eargerly 
for his wages?” (Job 7:1-2) 
 
Dear Christian Friends: 
 

My dad probably didn’t invent the saying:  “Life’s tough—then you die,” but since I 
heard it first from him, to me it’s as though he did.  Those words repeat Adam’s 
curse:  “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat 
of it all the days of your life…until you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken” (Genesis 3:17,19).  Life’s tough—then you die. 
 
Consider Job.  He owned livestock by the thousands.  He had houses and fields and 
servants to care for them.  He had ten sons and daughters.  He was known as “the 
greatest man among all the people of the East” (Job 1:3). 
 
Possessions alone didn’t make him great.  Job was also pious.  The Spirit says that 
“Job would send and have [his children] purified…He would sacrifice a burnt 
offering for each of them, thinking, ‘Perhaps my children have sinned and 
cursed God in their hearts’” (1:5). 
 
You know what’s next.  God let the devil take everything.  Livestock?  Gone.  
Personal property?  Gone.  Children?  Gone.  Health?  Gone. 
 
Life got tough.  Job’s wife suggested that he “curse God and die!” (2:9).  His 
friends said that clearly he was a terrible person or else God wouldn’t do this to him.  
Though Job said some regrettable things along the way and wished that he had 
never been born and that God would let him die, on the whole Job stayed with his 
opening words of faith:  “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will 
depart.  The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the 
LORD be praised” (1:21).  And later he said, “Shall we accept good from God, 
and not trouble?” (2:10). 
 
Life is tough.  Because of your sins, you will die.  But above all that sin, your Lord 
still stands, giving and taking.  And as Paul said in our second lesson today:  Your 
Father always gives and takes for the good of Christians.  Remember, he gave you 
his Son, Jesus.  He took Jesus’ life away from him so that after all the pain and 
toughness of life, even after death, through faith in Jesus, our living Redeemer, you 
will live. 
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As Job continued to suffer physically and emotionally, as his wife and friends gave 
him no comfort or proper advice, he cried out:  “Remember, O God, that my life is 
but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again” (Job 7:7).  Job was right.  
Life is a breath.  Here today, gone tomorrow.  You may not see such happiness 
again.  Depressing, especially if the peak, the pinnacle, wasn’t all that high. 
 
Job was wrong, and he knew it.  Famously, Job said, “I know that my Redeemer 
lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has 
been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my 
own eyes—I, and not another” (Job 19:25-27).  Job wrestled with two teachings 
of the Bible:  law and gospel, sin and grace. 
 
The law says, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23).  Our life is a moment; 
our happiness is fleeting, if ever, because of the chaos, havoc, and disaster we 
bring upon ourselves through sin.  We drive the breath out of our bodies.  We put an 
end to our happiness. 
 
The gospel says, “But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 6:23).  “Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16). 
 
How can these things match up?  They match up because God answered Job’s 
prayer.  He remembered.  God’s law and gospel meet in Jesus:  “God presented 
him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  He did this to 
demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins 
committed beforehand unpunished—he did it to demonstrate his justice at the 
present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in 
Jesus” (Romans 3:25-26). 
 
God remembered everything at the cross. He remembered your sins, except he 
remembered them on Jesus.  He remembered his love, mercy, grace, and peace, 
declaring you just, holy, righteous, and perfect through faith in Jesus. 
 
You will see happiness again, even if only in heaven, because as sick as you may 
be, as poor as you may be, you have all the health and wealth of God through 
Christ.  God washed you clean in Baptism.  God feeds you in his Supper.  God 
speaks music to your ears when he says, “I remember you.  Come, enjoy the 
happiness of heaven!” 
 
God reminded Job that he remembers by showing Job his Redeemer, Jesus.  The 
Holy Spirit does the same for you.  God remembers you.  Amen. 


